
Crystal Cave 

 

    It was a day back in 1881 that 
sixteen-year-old Will. R. Vanasse, a 
native of the Spring Valley area, 
was walking through a field when 
he saw a small sink hole lightly 
filled with dead leaves.  In 
curiosity he tried to determine the 
depth of the sink hole by probing into it with a dead stick. It slipped from his 
hands and vanished. The following day he brought his younger brother with him 
to investigate. They lowered themselves through this opening. They found 
themselves in the upper level of the cave in a large room partly filled with clay 
and rock wash.  After about 60 years after their discovery finally in 1941 Mr. and 
Mrs. Fried arrived in Spring Valley to investigate the cave. Crystal Cave opened to 
the public June 7th 1942. 

The cave consists of three levels. On level one there are 
some deposits of iron  ore,also glockanite, a soft 
greenish material.  It goes to about 32 feet below the 
surface. On level two there is more iron ore, more 
glockanite, and a layer of volcanic ash.  It goes to about 
45 feet below the surface. Level three is the largest of 

the cave.  In the third level there is believed that a river once ran through it. The 
rock is quite rough and it is made of pretty colors. It goes to about 81 feet below 
the surface. It is also believed that someone was buried down in the cave under 
the assumed tombstone.  In this level there are the first stalagtites and 



stalagmites.  They are formed by the water that 
comes from the surface.  It has calcium carbonate 
dissolved in it.  When dripping from the ceiling, it 
leaves part of the minter.  On the floor it leaves the 
rest.  This causes the stalagtites to form on the top 
and stalagmites to grow on the bottom.  Also in this 
level are quartz crystals.  The biggest room of the 
cave is located in the third level and is nicknamed 
the ballroom.  There is also believed to be a 4th and 
even 5th level of the cave.  That and a lot other parts 
of the cave have not been explored yet.  
 Bats are a common animal in the cave.  They are 
barely noticed by people but they are all around. 
There are also some ancient animals that have been 
preserved in the cave.  There is a petrified cephalapod.  When it was living, it 
would have looked like a 3 foot snake.  There also is a ancient turtle found 
preserved in the rock.  There is believed to be many other animal fossils, and 
remains in the cave just not discovered yet. 

 

  
This is where Crystal Cave is located.  
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